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Th$ invention rclatos to a alat rotator drive for 
Venetian blindr and in parCJenDar to o clutch device for use 
in auch a el at drive ay at em, and also to a connector tor 
auch a drive mechanism. 

aA^KKJMDjoy agg invasion 

Vonoblan blinds, employ horizontal clots, supported on 
cord?;. By rotating a shaft in tho boafl of the blind r the 
cords can he altered in Lorwrth thus rotating tba slats to 
close or open the blind, 

io The drive system for driving such a horizontal &haft 

usually consists of some form, of gear drive usually a vorw 
and gear, and a rod or so called "vancl" hanging downwardly 
from the cjodr drive. The Wand can then simply be grasped in 
tht» band and rotated, thereby opening and closing the blind* 

For reasons of aesthetics and economy, the mechanism 
ueed in euca blinds and the cords and the liKO a;.*© 
relatively small and dBlioalo f and must be handled with a 
certain dagrcc of caro. if for oxamplo tho vand is rotated 
too far come* damage may b<* caused, 

20 such ovor vigorous rotation may be eauswl by a careless 

peraon r or not infrequently by children playing with tha 
blinds. 

In ordet: to ovsmoroo this problem, it base iioen proposed 
to incorporate a form of clutch mechaniBift in the gear dr^vf 
it««K. 

This is a relatively complex solution to the problem a fid 
somewhat increases tha cost of tho gear drivo. The market 
for blinds is highly competitive and *any blind 
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manufacturers do not. choose to use the more expensive form 
of drive- rn addition, different bll.nd nanufftCturors cwploy 
Various different assemblies ood lay outs, and it le not 
always possible to incorporate a gear system having a clutch 
in their part ieu lar design, 

A further problem relating to the drive system Tor slat 
rotators , ia the connector between the *rdud and tho drive 
system. 

Generally speaking some form of sample universal 
10 coupling connector i& provided at the top oixd of fcho wand, 

where it is* connected to ths gear drive system. Vhia 
penults the wand to hang dawn perpend iculsr, and yet enables 
a porson to swing the vand out, if they should want to, Dor 
operation i 

some manufacturers employ a wire loop and Bleeve. 
Others employ a moulded hook at' the top of the wand. The 
use o£ tb.e wire Loop and sloovfc involves a minor additional 
expense-, and also requires a certain aniount of skill and 
time during assembly* 
' 20 The incorporation of a moulded connector on tha wand 

ifcsolf is considered a more desirable Rotation, In tnO past 
howBvejL'r the batiks which have be^n used have hi so beon a 
source of problems, sincB they are liable to breaU again due 
to careless handling. 

R-glKF SUMMARY Ofr TK» ^mi^lCU 

Kith a view to nv^rcoiaing tftfeue various problems, the 
invention comprises a clutch as&eloibly for a venet.ncn bli.ni3 
control ot the typo having a manually operated rotate ng 
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aha ft, and a drive gear assembly, and comprising; a drive 
member adapted to be connected to sajd control rod, a driven 
member adapted to b© connected to said blind control, first 
engagement meane on r.Bid drive member, second engagement 
meatus on 5ft id driven member/ said Hirst and second 
engagement means* boing adapted to transmit rotation Of said 
control rod to said blind Control, and, xsleaeable mean? In 
said rirct and second engagement means, zasponsiva to 
over-rotation of said control rod, to discontinue 
10 transmission of aaid rotation to said blind control. 

Fore particularly it in an objective of fch© invention to 
provide such a clutch assembly towing tho foregoing 
advantage* and including a sleeve member dof ihiny a hollow 
interior clutch chamber, abutments formed in said clutch 
chamber at spaced intervale therearound, means" for attaching 
a first end o£ said slaove member to a said drivo Control 
rod, a wall portion within said s leave member having an 
opening therein, of reduced cross section relative to said 
holXow interior, gear drive connection means at a second end 
'20 of said aleeve m<*»bor r a stub ehaft member defining a tlriiten 

end and a connecting end and a shaft therebetween, portions 
of said driven end being resilient thereby they may be 
tlcxod towards one another, and means formed on said driven 
end inter engage able with aaid abutment meane in said clutch 
chamber . 

«ore particularly, it is an objective of the invention 
to provide a clutch assembly having the foregoing advantages 
and wherein said shaft between Baid first and second end" 
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extends through said opening in ^aid vail portion artt bo lag 
rotatable therein, and being axiaily slldftbly moveable 
relative thereto, and, first locking moan* on said shaft 
muter, and complementary second locking means <, n said 
second end of said sleeve member whereby same may be 
selectively intex-engaged by axial movement relative to one 
another* 

More particularly, it in an objective of the invention 
to provide a clutch assembly having tho foregoing advantages 
Vhsrein said abutments formed in said clutch Chamber are in 
WW form of a hexagon in soction, 

Kore particularly, it is an objective of. tho invention 
to provide a clutch assembly having the foregoing advantages 
including angled clutch surfaces on said driven end, formed 
la p*irs at angler- relative to one another, tho angles 
matching the angles of caid Hexagonal shape of said dutch 
cbanbor. 

Hore particularly, it I* an objective of the, invention 
to provide a clutch assembly having the foregoing advantages 
wherein said driven end of said stub shaft member is forced 
with an atfial slot, dividing fchr. same into two end portions, 
said end portions being resilient a«4 flexible towards one 
another • 

More particularly, it is an objective of the invention 
to provide a clutch assembly having the foregoing advantages 
wherein said driven cM has a tapered leading end, and is 
>. avertable into said Clutch chamber through said opening in 
Bald wail. 
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Xoco particularly, It let an objective nt the Invention 
to provide a clutch assembly having the foregolUtg advantages 
wherein the longth of aaifl shaft between Raid driven end and 
said connecting end baa a lew/til greater than tlxe thickness 
of 3aid wall portion whereby to permit axial mowmont. 

It is a further and related objective of the invention 
to provide a connector for a Venetian blind control shaft, 
for intar-ongagement with a drive gear assembly thereof, and 
wherein &aia drive gear assembly hue a gear shaft extending 
therefrom, r;aid abaft in turn terminating in a generally 
flattened drive plate, an opening in said drive plate, 
channel means formed in said drive plate connecting from an 
edge of said drive plate to said opening means, a body 
portion adapted to be attached to an end of *aid control 
rod, and a pair of generally semi -circular connection 
ttngors extending from said body portion, said fingers? being 
curved towards one another , and the ends of said fingers 
being adapted to slide along paid channel in said drive 
plate, and be received in said opening therethrough, 

duch a connector, may be incorporated in a c latch 
aesotfbly of the type duvscribad, or may he provided 
independently of said clutcn assembly, for attachment to 
such a control rod, . 

The various: features of novelty which characterise the 
invufttion are potntfed out with toor* particularity in the 
claims annexed to and forcing a part of this difyolosxjre, 
rqr u better underctandino of tne invention, its operating 
aavantagea and specific object b attainad by its use, 
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reference should be had to the accompanying drawings and 
descriptive matter in which there ore illustrated and 
described preferred embodiments oi' the invention. 

Figure 1 is a perspective illustration of a portion of a 
vonetian bund, partially out nvay to show the location of 
the gear drive mechanism; 

figure 3 is an enlarged SOCtianal eido elevation vletf of 
the clutch aseerably, along the line of Figure 1; 
10 Figure 3 is a SOCtion along tho line 3-3 at figure z; 

Figure 4 ia a side elevation Of a portion of fche clutch 
assembly; 

figure 5 iB a top plan vie^ of a portion of tho drive 
clutcb assembly; 

figure d is* a top plan viovr of an alternate embodiment 
of clutch assembly; 

i Figure 7 is a sectional side elevation view of a farther 

alternate embodiment of olutch aaBsiably? 

Figure S iB a eide olavation of thfc connection betwBen 
20 the cl.qtch assembly and the gear mechanism; 

Figure 9 is a side elevation of a portion of figure 8 
rotated so degrees? 

Figure io ii; a section along line 10-ip of Figure 3; 

figure 11 is a section along lino 11-n of Figure 8> 
and, Figure 12 is a perspective illustration of an alternate 
embodiment of wand connector, deferring firet of all to 
Figure 1, it will be seen that what is shown there 1« 
exemplary of a typical Venetian bljlnd assembly indicated 
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generally as 10. 'fair. as«nmbly has typically a channel 
shaped box 12, ©4*nued to be supported transversely above 
tba window opening (not shown) . 

tfithin the channel ther* is typically looafcod a 
horizontal control shaft 1*1. "Rotation of the control shaft 
in one direction or the other will causa the blind Flats to 
open and close in a well known manner. 

Typical erxaiup^o& of Venetian blind aeeewblUa? are shown 
in O.S. tetters Patent 4,4(57,24 3. 

Typically, the ttorieontal shaft 14 will bo rotated to 
and fro through a worm and gear assembly indicated as lC i 
the details ot vhich are omitted for the sako of clarity, 

ThB gear assembly 16 Is typically received in the 
channel 12, and has a gear drive shaft 18 ex bending 
outwardly at an angle from the channel. 

In order to operate tho gear drive shaft 18, a rod or 
"wand* 20 is connected to the goar drive shaft \t), jay means* 
of a svingable coupling indicated generally as 22, the 
details of tfhich will b* described below. 

aetwoen the svingsble coupling 22 , end the wand 30, 
there is provided in accordance with the invention, a clutch 
assembly indicated generally aa 24. 

As explained ffcbove the purpose of the clutch assembly ?A 
is to respond to ovor rotation of Uho wand 22, and to avoid 
transmitting ov*r rotation of the wand to the gear assembly. 

Referring now to Figures 2, 3, 4, &nd 5, it will be seen 
that the clutch asEetubly 24, in accordance with, tno 
invention, is Uluetr&tod in this erobod-imont: in the form oj: 
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a drive mjtmbiir or sloev* 30 , having a drive ohd 32 r and a 
V&nd connection end 34. 

Within the mernbex: 30 f thfiro is defined a clutch chamber 
.Indicated generally ae 36* clutch chamber 36 is provided 
with a series of rirst engagement means *.n the rom Of 
abutments on its inner surface indicated as In thiti 
o&bodiment, such abutments are in Uh<? form of six surfaces 
forming a hexagonal shape in section (?tgurc 3). The 
surface* 39 vlll thus meet at obtuse angles as shown. 



surfaces , Xnxt comnrohonds abutments of a wide variety of 
difforont forms providing the function to bo described 
he)ov» 

Between the chamber 36 and the end 34, there is defined 
a wand recess 40, fclhich is shaped and adapted to receive thB 
and of the wand. Wands are frequently given a hexagonal 
shape in section and accordingly , in thiB embodiment, the 
recess 40 Is COttd&d to complement such a shape. Typically 
the vend will be inserted into the recess 4 a and retained 



.In eons cases, it way he desirable to give the customer 
the option Of Overriding the clutch, This may be deairahlc' 
\Z, tor example, the customer feels that a slight 
over-rotation will produce a better closure of the blind 
slats. 

For this purpose, the dirive end af the sleevo 30 la 
famed in this embodiwnt with first override means r Which 
in this particular case itf shown as a recess 42 of generally 
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However, tno Invention is not limited to six flat 



20 



therein by suitable adhesive. 
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squaro shape an section* It will bovever be appreciated 
ChttU the override moons fe'ill cot n&ce-BBarily be in the fforro 
of a recess but may dually ttell bo in the form of other 
Corwatlons, having the inunction closer lbed below. 

Between the override aeaus 42 and the clutch ubamber 3fc 
there 1b provided a portion 44, defining a through 
passageway 46 therein. 

The clutch assembly 24 in this embodiment further 
includes A driven fcember indicated generally ae b'O. U'he 
driven member 50 has a driven und 52, and a connection end 
54, and an intermediate shaft portion 5C extending 
therebetween. 

The driven end 52 ie shaped and adapted to ho rocoivBd 
in the clutch chamber 36. For this purpose, it is provided 
with generally resilient means, in this case in the form of 
the slot S3, defining two driven end portions 52a and 52b. 
The material frow which the stub shaft 50 is i'ormotf will 
typically be infection moulded plastic having suitable 
resilient * characteriticc . 

In this way, the two portions: 52a and 52b may be flexed 
towards one another and will spring apart vuen released, as 
shown in phantom in Figure 2. 

The invention ia not however limited to eixoh a 
particular form of resilient meanB, but comprehends other 
means which may ache ive- the fraue result. 

On the two end portions 52a and 52b r there are formed 
two paire of aecond engagement mean?! in the form of clutch 
surface* 60a, 6ob, and 62b. These surfaces aro anglBd 
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generally planar sur faces, In th5,;t case, adapted ho 
cooperate with th<t iirat engagement but K ft COS 38. <fhas 
typically the pair* of angled but faces 00a or 60b will be at 
tin obtuse angle to one another corresponding to stirtacc 38 . 

Batweca the pair of surfaces *0a, 60b and 62a, 6£b, tho 
driven end 52 ia of reduced width (Figures 3 and 4). m 
thia vay, whet\ the two portions 52a, 52b flex together, the 
and Si can remain stationary within clutch limner 36 while 
the chamber rotates , 

10 fehen the two portions 52a f S2b are in their working* 

position, as shown in Pigure 2, however thn surfaces 60 and 
62 will normally bo in contact with the surfaces 38 of the 
clutoh chamber, and v.ua transmit rotation of the clutch 
member to tho gear drive abaft 18. 

Whtm tho gear dr*ve ahaft 18 will no longer rotate r 
because tho blind slats have been rotated aa far aa they 
will go, then continued rotation will cause the two portions 
52a r 52b to flex together, thereby permitting tho clutch 
chamber to rotate around the two end portions 52a, $2b, 

i0 The end portions 52a r 52b are also formed with tapered 

leading ends 64a f 64b to facilitate asfiambly. it will be 
appreciated however tfcd invention is not limited . 
specifically to angled clutch surfaces but comprehends other 
such mearm having the function described bo low* 

The shaft. 56 in this onabodiment is of cylindrical shape, 
and is adapted to be received in the opening 4<5 o±" wall 
portion 44. 

On tha connection end 54, file member 30 is provided with 
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n 3Gcona override meant: Jji tho shape of a reoUantfiOjir block, 
having rounded shoulders, and indicated generally aft 66 r and 
shaped to lntex-engage and cooperate with the first override 
meanB 4 3 o* the sleeve 24. 

Jbetendtag from the block €6, is a coupUng device 68, 
for interengagement Vith the gear drive shaft l.a« 

Various different forms of coupling device may be 
employed such as ar* well fcnown in the art* 

In thj,*. particular embodiment hor/eryer the coupling 
10 device 60 Is In tbo form of a pair of fingers 70 r to be 

described belov. 

It will be notod that the opening 4 6 defines an axial 
length which ia leg* than the length of the shaft portion 
56, eo that £ti this way the shaft portion 35 can loo moved 
axially relative to thG Wall 4<i. 

The difference in length it; such that the first and 
second override mean:* when disengaged, may be maintained oat 
Of connection so that the firwt override means may retftts 
relative to the second override means. In the embodiment, ad 
20 shovn, this Bpaciiig would bo approximately equal to the 

Length of the first override mean* 42, 

Dealing -first of oil with the operation of the clutch 
assembly 24, during norma I operation, the clutch surface.* 60 
and 62 will make a fmug fit againBt the' surf a cos 38 in the 
clutch chamber 3fi. flue to the resilience of the portion* 
52a and 52b, this engagement Grill* ha maintained during 
norma 2 rotation of the wand. 

Once however the horizontal shaft 14 haB reached the 
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Ulfllt Of its rotation in nno. direction it tho wand is then 
ove^-rotated, by tbe app)tcat£on of greater rotational 
force f then tho resilience of tho portions 32a , sab will 
permit them to bo squeezed together tbcrotoy allowing the 
surfaces sa* r 60b and 62a, 62 b to alio past the Burface.s 39 
in tho clutch chamber 36, 

in this way, tbe wand, and the sleeve portion 30 of the 
clutch assombly 24 , can be rot:«fc<aei continuously, without 
causing damags to the gear a&eenbiy oj: the remainder of the 
10 blind, 

in tho ovont, however, that for rotate reason the blind 
does not cio-ja as tightly as is wifthod, and a alight degree 
of further rotation will achieve this complcto closure then 
a person operating the wand can override the effect of the 
Clutch, by causing tho t*o override rowans 42 and 66 to 
interetigage and form a transmission lock- 

This is aohioved simply by pushing the wand towards the 
gciftr assembly, vhl* will then simply oa,u*o the override 
means and 12 to sli<3o into engagement. 
2fl A. slight further turn on the wand wiJJ. tvhen usually 

produco th» necessary cXgsura of the blind elats* 

he goon as ths wand, j.s released, the weight of the wand 
vH). cause disengagement of the override means 42 and £6. 

xn the event that a child is playing with the blind, 
then normally tho child- will nimply rotate the w*nd, without 
pushing it upuartiiy. 

Such rotation of tha wand will not in that case cans* 
harm to the blind, 

-12- 
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Au mentioned, the nvcrridO teoans 1b ehowo ftluply l\& a 
Bquaro-shopod recess 43, and a corresponding block 66, 

Other msanti Achieving this function can also tas used. 
J?or example an shown in Figure 6, such override msana could 
be in the form ofi a plurality of atar shaped teeth 6Ga f 
fitting in a recess 46a of corresponding Shape. 

It Willi also be appreciated that thfc arrangejnent of the, 
sleeve aud driven mombor in the clutch assembly can be 
reversed, thus, as. shown in Figure v, a modif led form of 
10 sleeve ao may hftvo a clutch chamber U? with first ongagajneirt 

surf aces B4, and having a wall 86 at its upper ciifl with an 
opening. 

The first override »K*ab:S, indicated generally ass 88, 
would be located below tho clutch chamber m, followed by 
the vand receae 90. 

The driven member 92 would hava second engagement 
surface© in the form on on resilient rib portions 96, and 
*ec { ond override means 90 inter engagoabla vith the Sirst 
override means a 8 by a telescopic sliding action ao before. 
20 The upper end of the driven BlCttbfcr ttould have a 

connection opening 100 formed therethrough r for 
interconnection with the gear drive shait 18 by any known 
means such as a wire 2oop 102. 

This embodiment of the invention might have desirable 
quail ties for eome customers who were not willing to change 
•tho form of their .gear drlva assembly, but wanted to tafce 
advantage of the clutch assembly and override features. 

As noted above, Mhn invention alao provides ft coupling 
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or connector msnnu for coupling to the gear sfcatt \n. tfhls 
is shown in more detail in rirjuraa U, U, 10 and 11. 

Tt will bo noted that in this embodiment tho gCAr 
afwembly 16, the drive Bbaft 18 will be aeen to have a 
flattened drive plate portion 110 having opposed aide, 
surfaces. An opening XW ie formed through tha Uie plate 
110. TOo channels 11* are formed in the plate Mo, on 
opposite side surfaces, ond in registration vlth one 
another, Channels 1L4 connect from the outside odge OC tue 
10 plate no to the opening 112. 

Xn the operation of tho oonnection mofcnft, the wand and 
clutch atiiKMftHlY 7fl ib swung around until the end portions 72 
of the fingers 70 register in the channel*? 114* The two 
ends 72 can then be slid along the channels n4, until they 
reach Che opening 112. 

At this poi^t, tha wand can than simply be awung 
downwardly, and the t*o I J.nge*a 66 Ml be locked in i>J.«m. 

The surfaces of the channels 314 define a ramp or 
mdgtllxo shape aj,oog their length {riq li), in this vay, 
20 the f ingcrs 70 axe progressively forced further and further 

□part as they are moved along the channels, until they 
regi&terwith tha opening at which point fchoy spring back 
together, securely i^gaging An the opening* 

Ab noted above, this form of coupling or connector can 
be used with or without the clutch assembly* If, £or 
example, a manufacturer wishes bo J&&KC use of thi* form or 
coupling but does not vish to go to the additional oxpfcn»« 

-14- 
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of a clutch as&eubly, then, qb shown in Tigure ia f a, yand 
connector Indicated gcn«ra.Uy a* L2 0 may fc* providrxa. This 
consists simply of a r.ocket or sleeve 122, Having fingors 
124 thereon similar to rlngerfc 70* 

The end Of the vand can simply be inserted into the 
sleeve and fastcood by adhesive. The wand can then be 
connected, to the tjfOAtr drive iu?s©mbly An th* manner described 
above. 

tfh.1« form 06 encasement hat* cunciderablA advantages over 
\a a r-in^ne boose, slnde the rotational farce is taken by two 

finger a 70 jnBtead otf by a single hook, 

consequent I y there i« ies« likelihood of damage. 

■ike foregoing is a description of a preferred embodiment 
of the invention which is given here by way nf example only, 
The invention ia not to be taken as lifted to any oli the 
specific features ae described, but comprehends aT). ftuch 
variations thereof AtJ come within the scope of the appended 
da ins. 

20 
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The embodimentc or tae .tnvontion in r ah±ch an exolurrivo 
property or privilege la claimed are dofined as* follower 

In A clutch aeeembly for uso in asaoeintion with 

a veuex5ar\ blind of tho type having a bltatd control and a 
control rod for operating said control and afcingable joint 
moons interconnecting eai.d control rod find said blind 
control, said clutch oBaembly compr icings 

a drive intslttbor adopted to be connected to as id control 

rod; 

a driven laomber adapted to be connected to Q&id 
Bvingable joJ.nt mean*; 

Clrnt engagement means on said drive member; 

second engagement Means on Baid driven member r said 
first and! second engagement means being adapted to cooperate 
to transmit rotation of aaid control rod to said swingabls 
joint means, and, 

releaaeable means Ln one of said f irat and second 
engagement means rsaponsive to over-rotation of said control 
rod to discontinue transmission of said rotation to aaid 
singable joint means > 

2. k clutch assembly &fc claimed in claim X 
vtiorein said drive member and driven member are axially 
al.ideably moyoable along the axis off said control rod 
towards and- away from one another, 

3. A Clutch assembly as claimed in Claim 2 
including complementary release override means on said drivs 
member arid on said driven member', en id override moans being 
normally disengaged, -and being engageable by relative axial 

-10- 
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Sliding ttovotoent of said drive member and *aid driv&n member 
along the axis of said Oontrol rod, 

4. A clutch aBBembly bb claimed In Claire 1 

wherein Bald drive member COmgrifcicS a generally hollow 
6l*ave, abutments formed within said sleeve, and vharsin 
said driven member ic adapted to contact said abutments, for 
transmission, said driven mencher being adapted to respond to 
over-rotation of Baid control rod to move relative to £aid 
abutments . 

5* A. Clutch assembly as claimed In Claim 4 

wherein said driven member 1b formed with two drive 
portion^ said drive portions being resilient and being 
moveable toward and away from one another. 

6 « h clutch assembly for a Venetian blind control 

of the typ* bavin// rotatabls slatB, a drive ge*r ap,rr*mbiy 
for rotating eaid slats, and a control rod for operating 
said drive go&r assembly and comprising.- 

a BJeevrji KWiaber defining a hollow interior n3ut.cn 
chamber; 

abutments formed in said clutch chamber at spaced 
interva I s therearourid ; 

mBana for connecting a first «nd of Bald sleeve member 
Uo s-caid control rod; 

a wall portion vithin said sleeve member having; an 
opening therein of reduced cro&s section relative to said 
hollow interior; 

a utub shaft mestber defining a driven Ottd and a 
connecting end and a shaft therebetween, eha/!t portion* of 
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said driven end received in eia.\Q clutch chamber betnef 
adopted to ho flawed towards one another and said connecting 
end being adAntcri Iv be connected to said dritfa gear 
assembly? and, 

meano formed on eoid driven end of said stub shaft 
member inter cngagoble with said fthuttnont roeana .<n aaid 
clutch chamber. 

7, A clutch a^PdULbly aa claimed in claim & 

wherein said shaft J>cttfcon said first, and second chd extends 
10 through said opening in said wall portion and is rotatfcble 

therein, and ia ascially alidably moveable relative thereto, 
and Cirst override means on said shaft member, and 
complementary socond override means on tf&id Becond end of 
Baid aieevo member r said first and socond override Ttean& 
defining complementary interong&goAble drive transmission 
means whereby *a*k> may be selectively inter omjagad by axiaX 
movement relative to one another. 

0- A Clutch assembly as olaimod in Claim 6 

wherein said abuttment means formed in &aid clutch chamber 
20 are in tho form of surfaces forming a hoxagon in section, 

ft clutch assembly as claimed in Claim El 
inMuding angled clutch eurCacc 3 . un said driven end, formed 
in pairs at angles relative to one another, the angles 
matching tho angles ot said aexagoaal shape d* Bald clutch 
chamber < 

10, A cltttch assembly as claimed in ClaJ,m 6 

wherein aatd driven end of said *tnb shaft member \e Coraml 
vith an axial olot, dividing the sam* into two end portion, 
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csiid end portions being resilient and I'lcxifclO bawardB one 
another • 

11. A clutch assembly qb claimed in CXaia 6 
therein said driven end has a taper od loading end, and is 
Ihsertable into said clutch chamber through said ^fitting in 
salt?, wall. 

12. A clutch aseewbly ob claimed in Claim & 
vtxorain the length of s*id £haft between eaid driven end and 
said connecting end has a length greater than the thickness 

10 of satd val>. portion whereby to permit axial movement, 

13 ♦ ft cowincrtor for a Venetian blind control rod, 

for Interengagcaaont with a drive gear assembly thereof, and 
wherein Baid drlv* gear assembly has* a gear shaft extending 
therefrom, and eouiprisingt 

a generally flattened drive platB formed on eaid gear 
shaft and defining two «ide*j 

opening means foxaed in saJd drivo. plate; 

channel mean* roraed In both said sides of said drive 
• plate connecting from an edge of a a id drive plate to tfoid 
20 opening means , and* 

a pair of generally semi- circular connection fingers 
extend lng rrom said control rod, said fingere being curved 
towards one another, and the ends of said fingers being 
adapted to Slide along said channel meane in said both aides 
of said drive plato, arid to bo received in said opening 
means therein, 

14* A oolinocstor for a Venetian Mind as claimed In 

Claim 13 , wherein eaid near ewnaft and drive plute define a 
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longtitudinal rotational olxIb, and where-in said channel 
means 3 s formed, at an ootuce an^Ie to s^iJ axltf, 

\3. A connector for a Venetian bUivl ao claimed 

in Claim 13 including wedge surfaces formed on the ends of 
rsaid connection fingers. 

16. A connector for a Venetian blind as claiinod in 

0M5m 3 3 and including & bofly portion adapted to ©o 
connected to an and ojT *aj4 controX rod, said fin«rere being 
forced integrally with eaid body portion* 
10 x?. a clutch aseewbLy a* claimed in claim 3 

wherein a*id releaao override means comprise a reoew; on one 
of said drive laembej; and *aid driven membei*, said toocm* 
defining a predetermined non-circular shape in section, and 
a block member on the other ot raid drive \Tiomber e.nd said 
driven to ember P said block roembBi: being shaped to be 
removeably received in bo id receae, said receBa and aaid 
block member being normally disengaged from one another, and 
being engageable upon relative axial eliding movement to 
override said raXeaseable means, 
20 ib. A drive assembly for a Venetian blind having 

rot a table slabs', and" drive gear m*ane for rotating Baid 
slats, and comprising: 

.a <f*ar drive stoaft for operating staid drive gear means; 

JM.ret and second ends on said ««ar drive abaft, said 
first end* being connected to said drive gear means; 

clutoh meane onnneoted to r*aid spocond end of said gear 
drive shaft, and, 

control md mewis connected to said clutch meuixs for 
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driving said ge&r drive ehart, said clutch aoane being 
raaponoivs to over-rotation a if !*edd control rod T&oans to 
aSscootiritta driving of said gear <toivo shaTt. 
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A clutch aBsejnbly for 6 vcnotian blind and having a 
drive member, a driven member r a virst engagement device, on 
the drive member, a daoond engagement device on the driva 
member, adapted to eooporat* to transmit rotation to the 
blind, and the first and second engagement, devisee peiim 
disengageable in raspon** to over -rotation to discontinue 
txanamiaslon ot rotation to the blind* AIbo disclosed is a 
connector coupling for connecting battfaBn a v^n^tian blind 
gear drive arttf a vnnetian blind wand, nnd having a pair of 
rosilient Cingera, the finger* being received in an opening 
a gear drive ahaft. 
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